
China-Maldives Friendship Bridge ‘Transformational’ Infrastructure Project
Despite Transparency Issues, New Study Finds

August 10, 2023 - A new impact assessment study of the China-Maldives Friendship Bridge
and link road to Hulhumale’ finds that the project is a “vital and transformational infrastructure
asset” for the Maldives that likely represents good value for money, despite the lack of
transparency regarding the cost.

The “Bridge over Troubled Waters: An assessment of the China-Maldives Friendship Bridge”
study, released today by the Baani Centre for International Policy, a Maldives-based think tank,
uses a variety of analytical methods to study the economic impact of the bridge project.

The bridge was the flagship infrastructure project of former President Abdulla Yameen’s
administration. It was financed through a combination of grant aid from China, loans from the
Exim Bank of China, and finance from the Maldivian government. However, the specific details
of the loans were never made public, leading to accusations by the then political opposition that
the project was riddled with corruption.

Cost and Value of the Bridge

While noting the lack of transparency over the cost of the bridge and link road to Hulhumale, the
Baani study, using the available public information, estimates the total cost of the bridge at US$
224 million, with an additional estimated $5 million annual maintenance cost. Of this, US$ 108
million was provided to the Maldives as grant aid from China, meaning that the cost to the
Maldives was US$116 million.

This amount is comparable to the investment required to build a medium to high end resort,
and much smaller than other large government projects, such as upgrading Velena International
Airport ($857 million), or the Indian-funded Greater Male’ Connectivity Project (the bridge and
road link from Male’ to Thilafushi, $400 million).

The study notes that the bridge underpins the viability of several other infrastructure projects,
including the new airport terminal and the development of housing projects in Hulhumale.
Together, these other projects represent two-thirds of the country’s total loan portfolio.

Given the absence of a “willingness to pay” survey paired with accurate traffic information, there
is a significant lack of quantitative data to ascertain the value of the bridge. However, the study
concludes that the bridge has led to more additional investment in Hulhumale’ in the form of
cafes, restaurants and retail outlets. All of these new investments create jobs, income and
economic growth. The bridge also increased the value of land in Hulhumale’, which in 2022
exceeded the per square-foot price of land in Male’.



The study also criticizes the opaque nature of declaring values associated with grant assistance
from China, noting that the true value of the grant assistance component for the bridge was not
clearly declared.

A potentially large rise in carbon emissions

The study notes that the bridge has likely led to significant increases in carbon emissions with
increased vehicle traffic. Carbon emissions generated by traffic on the bridge could be reduced
by a switch to electric vehicles in the Greater Male’ Area, if the electricity powering those
vehicles comes from clean energy sources.

Policy Recommendations

While the bridge project can be viewed as an economic success story, the study criticizes the
lack of any system of checks or balances prior to the construction of such a large investment
project. While in this case the economic rationale appears justified, the lack of an economic
impact assessment increases risks of Governments signing off on future projects that have little
benefit.

NOTES TO EDITORS:

The full report can be downloaded at baanicentre.org/research/.

The Baani Centre for International Policy is a think tank based in the Maldives that provides a
perspective on international issues from the viewpoint of small island states. For more
information on the Baani Centre for International Policy, please visit: www.baanicentre.org

ENDS

https://baanicentre.org/research/
http://www.baanicentre.org


 
 ްށައެޖްއާރިހެވިދ ީކަޖިރްބ ްޕިޝްޑްނެރްފ ްސްވިޑްލޯމ-ާނިއަޗ ްސެވުކެއާކަތަލަސްއަމ 'ީސްނެރޭޕްސްނާރްޓ'

 ިފިއަކްއަދް ނުކައާ ސާރިދު އައް ށަމަކް އެތަކްއަސަމެ ގީޤްއަރަތީ ނާރްމުއި ވުނެގް އެލަދަބ 'ްލަނަޝޭމޮފްސްނާރްޓ'

 

 ޑުރޯ ކްންލި ލެމާޅުހު ދިއަ "ޖުރިބް ޕްޝިޑްންރެފް ސްވްޑިލްމޯ-ނާއިޗަ" ވާއިފަޅާއަ ކުއެއާހީއެ ގެރުކާރުސަ ނާއިޗަ - 2023 ،10 ޓްސްގައޮ

 އްޓެސެއެ 	ވިނުގެ އްލެދަބަ 'ލްނަޝަމޭފޮސްންރާޓް' ދިއަ މުންހިމު ށްއަޖެއްރާހިވެދި ކީއަ ޓްކްޖެރޮޕް އެ ންކުއަސާރާދި ރިކު ންތުގޮޅޭގު އިޓާކްޖެރޮޕް
 އިގައްތެގޮނަންފެ ށްފުދެ ތަވަނު ށްކޮ 'ޓްންރަޕޭސްންރާޓް' ރީހު ންކަންކަ ގެދުރަހަ ގެޓްކްޖެރޮޕް ޖްރިބް 	ންރުތުއި ގެމީ .ވެއެފިއިކައްދަ ށްމަކަ
 .ވެއެވެއިފަށްކޮގަހަފާ ޓުޕޯރި މި އިގަމުކަ އްޓެކްޖެރޮޕް ބޭލި އްއެދާއިފަ އްތައެ އިފަލާބަ ދާރަޚަ ރިކު ކީއަޓްކްޖެރޮޕް މި	 ސްވެމަނަންނޫ

 

 ކީއަސާރާދި "ޖްރިބް ޕްޝިޑްންރެފް ސްވްޑިލްމޯ-ނާއިޗަ ދަ ފްއޮ ޓްންމެސްސެއެ ންއެ :ސްރޓަވޯ ޑްލްބަރަޓް ރވައޯ ޖްރިބް" ވޭރެނެ ދުއަމި

 އިގަޓުޕޯރި މި .ވެކެއެސާރާދި ވާއިފަށްކޮރުޔާއްތަ ންއި ސީލިޕޮ ލްނަޝަނޭޓަންއި ރފޮ ރޓަންސެ ނިބާ ވާއިގަމުކަ އްކެންޓޭ ކްންތި ގެޖޭއްރާހިވެދި

 	.ވެއެފަށްކޮސާރާދި ނީވަ ންގެށްކޮންނުބޭ ސްޑްތަމެ ލްކަޓިލިނައެ ކިއެ ރުސައަ ވާއިފަށްކޮ ށްދަޞާތިޤްއި ގެޖޭއްރާހިވެދި ންގެޅިގު އިޓާކްޖެރޮޕް ޖުރިބް

 

 ޑުބޮ މެންއެ ގެޤީއްރަތަ ނީރާމްއު ގެރުކާރުސަ ގެންމީޔާ اللهދުބްއަ ސްއީރަ ގެރީކު ކީޓަކްޖެރޮޕް ޖުރިބް ޕްޝިޑްންރެފް ސްވްޑިލްމޯ-ނާއިޗަ
 ހިވެދި ދިއަ އިނާލޯ ންދި ންކުންބޭ މްޒިގްއެ ގެނާއިޗަ ،އިއާހީއެ ލޭހި ގެރުކާރުސަ ނާއިޗަ ނީވައިފަށްކޮ ދުރަޚަ ށްޓަކްޖެރޮޕް މި .ވެޓެކްޖެރޮޕް

 ޅުކޮދިއި ގެރުއޭ ،ންބުބަސަ ގެމުރުކުނު މުންއާ ތުމާލޫއުމަ މަހަރިފު ޅޭގު އިނާލޯ ގެޢުރޫޝްމަ މި ،ސްވެމަނަ .ވެނެންޓުޖެބަ ގެރުކާރުސަ

 	.ވެއެފަށްކޮތުމަހުތު ގެމުކަ ވާއިފަދެވަ ތްނާޔާހި އިނާޝަޕްރަކޮ ށްއަރޫޝްމަ މި ނީވަ ންކުތަތްރާފަ

 

 	ގުއަ ގެއޭ އިދާރަޚަ ނުވުރެކު ށްޖަރިބް

 

 224 ކީގައަ ލަމްޖު ގެޢުރޫޝްމަ މި ނީވަ ންއި ނިބާ ،ންމުރަކުގަހަފާ ންކަތިދަ ންދަހޯ ގުއަ ދާސީ ވާއިފަށްކޮދުރަހަ ށްކޮލަމްޖު ށްއަރޫޝްމަ މި

 ންއަލިމި 5 ކުރަހައަ މެންކޮ ،ންރުތުއި ގެމީ .ވެއެފަށްކޮޒާދާންއަ ށްކޮނާބި ށްޗައްމަ ގެތުމާލޫއުމަ ރިހު ންބެލި ށްކޮމުންއާ ށްމަކަ ރުލަޑޮ ންއަލިމި

 އިގަތުގޮ ގެހީއެ ލޭހި ންއިނާއިޗަ ކީރަލަޑޮ ންއަލިމި 108 ،ންއިރެތެ ގެމީ .ވެއެވެއިފަށްކޮފާލަ ސްވެށްމަކަނެދާ ށްއަސްންނަޓެންއިމަ ރުލަޑޮ

 	.ވެރެލަޑޮ ންއަލިމި 116 ނީވެލެބެ ށްމަކަ ވާއިފަށްކޮދުރަޚަ ންއިޖެއްރާހިވެދި ންމުކަންހެއެ .ވެއެބަ ވާއިފަނާމަހި

 

 ،އީމި ންރުތުއި ގެމީ .ވެކެދެދައަ ތްގާ ރާވަންމި ވާދަހޭ ށްމަރުކު ނާބި އްޓެސޯރި ގެރުވަންފެ ތީމަ ތަވަނު ދުމެ އިގަޖޭއްރާ ކީދަދައަ މި

 )ރުލަޑޮ ންއަލިމި 400( ޓްކްޖެރޮޕް ޓީވިޓިކްނެކަ ލެމާ ރޓަރޭގް ދިއަ )ރުލަޑޮ ންއަލިމި 857( ންރުކުޤީއްރަތަ ޓްޕޯއާއެ ލްނަޝަނޭޓަންއި ނާލާވެ	

 	.ވެކެދެދައަ ޑަކު ރުއިޔާކި ޅާއަ ކާތަޓްކްޖެރޮޕް ތިޑެބޮ ންހެއެ ގެރުކާރުސަ ދަފަ
 

 ތަވަނު ބީޔާމިކާ ގެކުތަޢުރޫޝްމަ ތިޑެބޮ ގެޤީއްރަތަ ނީރާމްއު ދާންމުގަނހި ތުގުވަމި އިގަޖޭއްރާ އިގަތުގޮ ވާއިފަށްކޮގަހަފާ އިގަސާރާދި މި

 ންރުކުޤީއްރަތަ ސްފޭ ޑްންކަސެ ގެލޭމާޅުހު އިލާނަމިޓާ އުއަ ގެޓުޕޯއާއެ އިގަރޭތެ ގެމީ .ވެއެފަޅިގު ނީވަ ޖާރިބް 'ޓީލިބިއަވަ' ގެކުތަޓްކްޖެރޮޕްއެ

 .ވެކެކެތަޢުރޫޝްމަ ދޭށްކޮޒުމްރަ އިބަދެ ޅަކުއިބަންތި ގެނީރަދަ ގެމުއުޤަ ޅިމު ށްކޮލަމްޖު ކީކަތަޢުރޫޝްމަ މި .ވެއެނެމެހި

 

 އިފަދާހަ އްއެ ވޭރސާ "ޕޭ ޓު ސްނެގްންލިވި" އިމާތުނެ ތުމާލޫއުމަ ގެކްފިރެޓް ރާކުރުތުދަ އިގަޖްރިބް ،އިގަތުގޮ ވާއިފަށްކޮގަހަފާ އިގަސާރާދި މި

 ޓާޑޭ ވްޓިޓޭޓެންއަކު ށްރަވަ ވާންގެށީކައެ ށްމަޅުއެޑަނކަ އުލިވެ ތަވަނު ށްމަރުކު ގުއަ ދާއިފަ ރާކު ންބުބަސަ ގެޖްރިބް ،ންބުބަސަ ގެމުތުނެ

 ވާއިފަވެރުތުއި ޓްންމަޓްސްވެންއި ވާއިފަށްކޮ ންދަހަ އްތަރަހާފި ދިއަ ޓްންރަޓޯސްރެ ،ފޭކެ އިގަލޭމާޅުހު ހުފަށްމަޅުއެ ޖުރިބް ،ސްވެމަނަ .ވެތެނެ



 
 ދުޞާތިޤްއި ވެރުތުއި ނީދަމްއާ ބޭލި ށްނަންމުންއާ ،ދިފެއު ފާޒީވަ އުއަ ކުއެއާއެ ކީޓަންމަޓްސްވެންއި ހާރިހު މި .ވެއެފަށްކޮގަހަފާ ނީވަ ންކަ

 އިގަސާރާދި މި ންކަ ވާއިފަވެތިމަ ސްވެ ގުއަ ގެމުބި ގެލޭމާޅުހު ހުފަށްމަޅުއެ ޖުރިބް ންރުތިއި ގެމީ .ވެމެކަންކަ ދޭރުބާ ށްމަޔުދި ންގެއިރައަރިކު

 އްރެވު ށްއަލެމާ ނީވަ ދުދައަ ހޭޖެ ށްކަޓަފޫކައަ ގެމުބި ގެލޭމާޅުހު ށްރަހަފަ މަތަރުފު ރުހައަ ނަވަ 2022 ންތުގޮ އެ .ވެއެފަށްކޮގަހަފާ ނީވަ

 	.ވެއެފަވެރުތުއި

 

 ލޭހި ގެނާއިޗަ ،ށްކޮގަހަފާ ންކަވާނު އިފަށްކޮމަހާ ށްކޮފުސާ ގުއަ ގީގީހަ ގެޓްންނެޕޯމްކޮ ގެހީއެ ލޭހި ގެޖުރިބް އިގަޓުޕޯރި މި ،ންރުތުއި ގެމީ
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