
 
 

Yameen Maldives’ Most Popular Political Leader 
shows Baani opinion poll 
 
17 January, 2026, MALE: Former president Abdullah Yameen is the Maldives’ most 
popular political leader, according to the results of the Baani Centre for International 
Policy’s latest public opinion poll.  
 
The Baani Centre asked Maldivian voters to rank six political leaders, who we judged 
most likely to either stand in the 2028 presidential elections or contest their party’s 
primary. Those politicians are: President Yameen, President Muizzu, President Ibrahim 
Mohamed Solih, President Nasheed, Abdualla Shahid, and Fayyaz Ismail. Voters were 
asked to give each politician a score out of 10, with 10 being the best.  
 
 

 
 
 
President Yameen topped the list of political leaders, with an average score of 5.6 out of 
10, giving him a clear lead.   
 
President Muizzu – who enjoys a strong net approval rating of +24 points according to 
Baani’s previously published results – was ranked the second most popular politician. 
Maldivian voters gave the incumbent president a score of 5.3 out of 10.  
 
 



 
 
MDP Politicians’ Popularity   
 
Former president Mohamed Nasheed topped the list of political leaders aligned to the 
opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP). Maldivian voters gave President 
Nasheed a score of 4.9 out of 10.  
 
Former president Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, meanwhile, was given a score of 4.5 out of 
10.  
 
Abdulla Shahid, the former foreign minister, and former MDP Chairperson Fayyaz Ismail 
trailed the former presidents by a significant margin. Shahid scored 2.3 out of 10 and 
Fayyaz scored 2.1 out of 10.  
 
 
Methodology 
 
The Baani Centre, an independent think tank based in Male’, conducted the opinion poll 
between 23 November and 1 December 2025, using random telephone interviews. We 
collected 391 responses, which is slightly above the target required for a population size 
of Maldives to conduct a statistically significant poll with a 5% margin of error and 95% 
confidence level. The results have been weighted to ensure a representative sample of 
voters. 
 
Today’s results are from the second set of questions asked during Baani’s opinion poll. 
We had previously published President Muizzu’s approval ratings. We also asked voters 
for their views of foreign countries. Those results will be published in the coming weeks. 
 
To read the whole opinion survey report, see: https://baanicentre.org/research/ 
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 ފިއިކައްދަ ންއި ލްޕޮ ގެނީބާ ށްމަކަންމީޔާ ސްއީރަ ކީރަޑަލީ ސީޔާސި ލުބޫގުމަ މެންއެ ގެޖޭއްރާ

 

 ެގީރުކ ީކަޅުފޭބ ުލޫބުގަމ ެމްނެއ ިއަގުދެމ ެގްނުމްނާއ ްނިއެރެތ ެގްނުރަޑީލ ީސާޔިސ ެގޭޖްއާރ - ލެމާ ،2026 ރީވަނަޖަ 17

 ްނައިނިޕޮއެ ގުހަފެ މްނެއެ ގީސިލޮޕް ލަނަޝޭނރަޓްނިއ ޯފ ރަޓްނެސީ ނާބ ްށަމަކ ްމޫޔްއަޤްލުދްބަޢ ްނީމާޔ اللهުދްބަޢ ްސީއަރ

  .ެވެއިފިއަކްއަދ ާޖީތަނ ެގްލޮޕ

 

 ެނާވްއަރުކަދާވ ިއަގީރަމިއަރްޕ ެގީޓާޕ ަތަވުނ ިއަގުބާޚިތްނިއ ީސާޔިރ ެގުރަހައ ަނަވ 2028 ީނަވ ްނުރަޓްނެސ ީނާބ ިއަގޭވާސ ިމ

 ްސީއަރ ،ްނީމާޔް ސީއަރީ ކަންނުޅުފޭބި މ .ެވެއަފާހައ ުތާގ ެގްނުމްނާއ ްށަމުނިދ ްއެއޯކްސ ްށަކަރަޑީލ ީސާޔިސ 6 ޭވެލެބ ްށަމަކ

 ިއަގޭވާސ .ެވެލީޢާމްސިއް ޒާޔްއަފި ދައު ދިހާޝ اللهުދްބަޢ ،ުދީޝަނ ްސީއަރ ،ްޙިލާޞ ުދަމްއަޙުމ ްމީހާރްބިއ ްސީއަރ ު،ޒްއިޢުމ

  ްއެއޯކްސ ްނުކަދަދައ ެގުދެމެދ ާކައ 10ި އާކައ 1 ްސެވްށަކަރަޑީލ ީސާޔިސ ެމްނޮކ ްނިއިމ ީނަވ ްނުކަތްތާރަފ ިވިރެވިއަބ

  .ެވެމަކާދުމަކ ްށަޑޮބ ްށަރަވ ީނެދްށޮކުޒްމަރ 10 ްނުތޮގިމ .ެވެއަފީދ

 

 

 .ެވެއަފާވަދްއޯހު ކެއާކައޯކްސ ްޖެރްވެއ ެގ 5.6 ީނަވ ްނީމާޔ ްސީއަރ ަނަވްއެއ ެގުޓްސިލ ެގްނުރަޑީލ ީސާޔިސ

 

 ަތަވުނ ުރަވްނިމ ްތޮއ ުދީއާތ ެގްނުމްނާއ ްށަޒްއިޢުމް ސީއަރ ،ިއަގާޖީތަނ ެގުލާވުސ ޭވާސ ިރުކުމްނާއ ްނިރުކ ްނުރަޓްނެސ ީނާބ

 ެމްނެއ ްށައަނަވެދް ނިއެރެތެ ގްނުރަޑީލ ީސާޔިސީ ކަނާފުކިނަމެއ ،ުރިއިރުހ ިއަގުޓްނިއޮޕ 24 + ްގްނިޓޭރ ްލަވޫރްޕެއ ްޓެނ

 ެގ 5.3 ީނަވިއަފީދ ްނިރެވިއަބ ެގޭވާސ ްށަނާފުކިނަމެއ .ެވެއަކްއަދ ްނިއާޖީތަނ ެގޭވާސ ްށަމަކ ުރަޑީލ ީސާޔިސ ުލޫބުގަމ

  .ެވެކެއޯކްސ



 
 

 ންކަލުބޫޤުމަ ގެންރުޑަލީ ސީޔާސި ގެ ޕީ.ޑީ.މްއެ

 

 ްސީއަރ ެގީރުކ ީނަވްއުޅުއ ިއަގީރުކ ެމްނެއް ނިއެރެތެ ގްނުރަޑީލީ ސާޔިސި ރުހްނުޅުގާ އީ ޕ.ީޑ.ްމެއ ،ީޓާޕ ުޅޮކިދިއ ިއަމ

 .ެވެކެއޯކްސ ެގ 4.9 ީނަވިއަފީދ ްނުމްނާއ ްށަނާފުކިނަމެއ .ެވެދީޝަނ ުދަމްއަޙުމ

  

 .ެވެކެއޯކްސ ެގ 4.5 ީނަވިއަފްނެގިއަޑަވިބިލް ށަޙިލާޞު ދަމްއަޙުމް މީހާރްބިއް ސީއަރެ ގީރުކ ،ްނުރުތިއ ެގީމ

 

 ީނަވިއަފްނެގިއަޑަވިބިލް ށަލީޢާމްސިއު ޒާޔްއަފ ްނަސާޕާއެޗ ެގީރުކ ެގީޕީޑްމެއ ިއާދިހާޝ اللهުދްބަޢު ރަޓްސިނިމ ްނިރޮފ ެގީރުކ

 .ެވެއ 2.3 ީތަގިއަޑަވިބިލ ްށަދިހާޝ ،ުރިއްނިދ ްސްކާމް ނުކައ 10ް ނުތޮގެއ .ެވެކެބީހުރަތި ނިފު ރިއާލަބާޅައާ ންނުސީއަރ ެގީރުކ

 .ެވެއ 2.1ީ ތަގިއަޑަވިބިލް ށަޒާޔްއަފ ިދައ

 

 ޖީލޮޑޮތޮމެ

 ުދެމެދ ާއ 2025ު ރަބްމެސިޑ 1 ިއާރަބްމެވޮނ 23 ްނިއ ރަޓްނެސ ީނާބ ާވިއަގުމަކ ްއެކްނޭޓ ްކްނިތ ެގޭޖްއާރ ީކައޭވާސ ިމ

 ިއަޅުގ ްށަންނުހީމ ްށޮކްމަޑްނެރ ،ްށޮކިރެވުދެމު ނޯފީ ނަވިއަފްސޮގްނެގްށައިރުކޭ ވާސި މ .ެވެކެއޭވާސަ ޔިދްނެގްށައިރުކ

 .ެވެންނެގްށޮކުއިވަޓްނިއ

 ްޓްނެސަޕ 95 ުރިއާލަބ ްށައީދާބާއ ެގޭޖްއާރ ީކަދަދައ ިމ .ެވެއަފެވިރެވިއަބ ިއަގޭވާސ ީނަވ ްނުހީމ 391 ަލްމުޖ ްނުތޮގިމ

 ްނަދަހ ްއެއޭވާސް ޓްނަކިފިންގިސީ ލަކިޓްސިޓެޓްސ ،ުކެއާކައާރެއ ްފޮއ ްނިޖާމ ްޓްނެސަޕ 5ި ދައި އަގްއެއްލެވެލ ްސްނެޑިފްނޮކ

   .ެވެކެރަވްނިމ ުރުތިއ ްއެރުވ ްށަދަދައ ާވްނުނޭބ

 .ެވެއަފްށޮކްޓިއެވ ީނާވ ާޓޭޑ ެގޭވާސ ިއަކަޓްށަމުރުކ ުރަވަށަކ ްނަކ ްވިޓޭޓްނެސެރްޕެރ ެގީދާބާއ ާލުޓޯވ ،ްނުރުތިއ ެގީމ

 ްސީއަރ ީނާވ ްނެމުޑނަގުޅައ ްނިރުކ ެގީމ .ެވެއާޖީތަނ ެގުލާވުސ ަނަވެދ ެގޭވާސ ިމ ީކައާޖީތަނ ޭވެރުކ ުއިޢޝާ ިމ ުދައިމ

 ުދެމާކަތުމުއަޤ ްއެއަބ ީނާވ ްނެމުޑނަގުޅައ ްނުރުތިއ ެގީމ ިދައ .ެވެއަފްށޮކުމްނާއ ާޖީތަނ ެގްނިޓޭރ ްލަވޫރްޕެއ ެގުޒްއިއުމ

  .ެވެއެނޭވެރުކުމްނާއ ިއަގޭރެތ ެގުކަތާތްފަހ ްތޮއ ްށައިރުކ ާޖީތަނ ެގުލާވުސ ިމ .ެވެއަފާހައ ްތޮގޭކެދ ްނުތިޔްއަރ

 



 
 

ްއަރުކްތަރާޔިޒ ްށަކްނިލ ިމ ްށަމުޔިކ ުޓޯޕިރ ަމަހިރުފ ެގުމުދޯހ ުލާޔިޚ ިމ : https://baanicentre.org/research/ 

ނީމުނި  
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