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Yameen Maldives’ Most Popular Political Leader
shows Baani opinion poll

17 January, 2026, MALE: Former president Abdullah Yameen is the Maldives’ most
popular political leader, according to the results of the Baani Centre for International
Policy’s latest public opinion poll.

The Baani Centre asked Maldivian voters to rank six political leaders, who we judged
most likely to either stand in the 2028 presidential elections or contest their party’s
primary. Those politicians are: President Yameen, President Muizzu, President Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih, President Nasheed, Abdualla Shahid, and Fayyaz Ismail. Voters were
asked to give each politician a score out of 10, with 10 being the best.

Abdullah Yameen |-
Mohamed Muizzu
Mohamed Nasheed
Ibrahim Mohamed solih | —cy

Abdulla Shahid

Fayyaz Ismail

President Yameen topped the list of political leaders, with an average score of 5.6 out of
10, giving him a clear lead.

President Muizzu — who enjoys a strong net approval rating of +24 points according to
Baani’s previously published results — was ranked the second most popular politician.
Maldivian voters gave the incumbent president a score of 5.3 out of 10.
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MDP Politicians’ Popularity

Former president Mohamed Nasheed topped the list of political leaders aligned to the
opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP). Maldivian voters gave President
Nasheed a score of 4.9 out of 10.

Former president Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, meanwhile, was given a score of 4.5 out of
10.

Abdulla Shahid, the former foreign minister, and former MDP Chairperson Fayyaz Ismail
trailed the former presidents by a significant margin. Shahid scored 2.3 out of 10 and
Fayyaz scored 2.1 out of 10.

Methodology

The Baani Centre, an independent think tank based in Male’, conducted the opinion poll
between 23 November and 1 December 2025, using random telephone interviews. We
collected 391 responses, which is slightly above the target required for a population size
of Maldives to conduct a statistically significant poll with a 5% margin of error and 95%
confidence level. The results have been weighted to ensure a representative sample of
voters.

Today’s results are from the second set of questions asked during Baani’s opinion poll.
We had previously published President Muizzu’s approval ratings. We also asked voters
for their views of foreign countries. Those results will be published in the coming weeks.

To read the whole opinion survey report, see: https://baanicentre.org/research/

ENDS



.

BAANI

CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY

- 53 2026 w7l

02 o0

or s

z
z

X o0r -~ -~ 0 <4 ~ O ¢
SYAIEA S F PIVA SIS F FIIEI NP F AP v oV O

z 7

[ ¢ o ¢ (3

€
e

-
-

o

¢ o>

-

BagaLas ger sS4

s O0r

¢ ¢

z

e

2028
oclo

CBAF LA PS5 SO FOIS AAVI—

e oo

-

z

o
-

22
-

z
SPLONN NIk S KA S

Sh

or -
S22V

e e
oo

-

or 2

¢ o >0 7

>z

CCr 2o

-

7 O 2 J¢e

o '
z

z

(IO A s YIS @ O
z

o
z

e

o

— <
z

o '
z

z o
-

(A9 PPALS Poix@A +—Ax
2z

2~ 07 2 o

z

o
i

o s
z

2
4

z -'-’70/ -
P A’/sv./‘; e ol
e

10 -

oz o- s 2
EAF 'ﬁ’/’ e
€ 2c¢cc

o}

Z - o ¢
va 1 —
-

Z-

o 2,

oclo

o >3
S s 2
rd

10

€ 0> 2 o~r

P -

0> Or -
z

Cer 2o,

SOV SOV Fr@ <P

Abdullah Yameen

Mohamed Muizzu

Mohamed Nasheed

Ibrahim Mohamed solih | —c

Abdulla Shahid

Fayyaz Ismail

"\

¢ o >0 72 o~r o

z

2
LIS KIS PA SAL SO S EA

z

2 - 0 o>

Pt

o c

oro0c¢

oo ¢
g

7?24 + SReE 23275 e

(AN ASPIAS
e

2 s 20
-

7 C 2
- R

-
z

z
-

z >
el S R ]

z



BAANI

CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY

-
-

Zz >3
‘BF SV S A2
s 7

z

oc
*2A

E S
z

N\

2~ 0- 2
' (3 2
< SKY
z
7 O
rd rd
o 23
SV s 2
rd
Z o0 >¢e
SV AIIND AKPA AKX IS SN SISv@

z

”
4
-
A,
7 02
22e
Qs 77

z
P

€ ¢ 0 ¢ o0x>
OIS VAP @A

¢ c

e et al DL

Zz> -~ ¢
SIS F oA
-
> Zrz-
HKASPSA
-
s o 2
> 391
z
2 2 oc¢c 2>
-

o
s
z
-

o >0 72
Pttt
> -
z
ez
CPAFINAIANPR AS9r— 9 s
-
cececro

3
€ ¢cc

srosxe I
rd

rd

~ rd
rd
[
rd
o
€ ¢~ 032
" BAF IV

rEaip

4.9
z
10 2255
cerec
ox
¢ -
z

(3
-

yv— s
oo
e
P
2ezr ze
Svavax<a jﬂ ./"’é
-

vApa 2

z

cececlo
oA
~0¢
'
23
o > >

SPAFISAN e PP

z

-
-
o>
C v <
-
cec oz
s gAx
s 2.

2 - 0¢Cx
2

AX @S9 v

-

[

SES I K2 5O S

¢ 4.5
1
-
oxo- 0 ¢
or z2
z
o
v

Z -

HKAF® A SPA

cececelo
o ArI— 5
7 7 (- g
rd 7 7
7 7 (- g
ro@r S
7 7 e
2025 ~355=s
> o0- 0>
z
95 <
'

ASS SIS SV e IV<

-
SA
-
z

~ 0 ¢
<l

SOAFISA L OB S S I

z

-
z

-
[
0o ¢ -
e ror—%

s 2.3 o
2 ¢
A2

oA

-~ e 22> C Cr 2o oxc¢ee ¢ o 2 o
CEAF A LSV S PN AX

z

¢ >, 20 03 oO- >

s cc C

P

> o0
2.

B

-

-

z

-

-



T
BAAN

CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY

or 20, 2 o~ o or > >0 - > ¢

- 220 z
AFXVLPANE ;YIS P SOV PEFgF PG S2S5
- - - - -

,3;//- 2 https://baanicentre.org/research/



https://baanicentre.org/research/

