
 
Maldivians Most Positive Towards Saudi, China, Findings of Opinion Poll 
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1 March, 2026, MALE: Maldivians are most favourably disposed towards Saudi Arabia and 
China, and think least of the United States, according to the results of the Baani Centre’s latest 
opinion poll. 
 
The Baani Centre for International Policy, a Maldives-based think tank, asked Maldivian adults 
to rank from 0-10 a shortlist of countries. A score of 10 meant someone felt very positively 
towards the country, and a score of 0 meant the opposite.  
 
Saudi Arabia and China topped the list of countries, with an average score of 6.9 out of 10, 
followed closely by India with a score of 6.2  
 
Russia and Australia scored 5.2 and 4.9 respectively. The United Kingdom garnered a score of 
4.3, Ukraine 3.9, and the United States came last with a score of 3.5 out of 10.   
 

 
 
The results were not all bad for the United States, however. When we break down the results by 
age, there is a striking difference between young and older peoples’ views of the USA, and 
Western countries in general.  
 
Maldivians aged 55 and above gave the USA a score of 2.5 out of 10. By contrast, voters aged 
18-24 gave the United States a score of 5 out of 10. Similar sentiments were seen for all 
Western countries, and Russia, with younger Maldivians more positively disposed.  



 
 
Saudi Arabia and China score similarly across age groups, whereas India scored better among 
older people, than younger ones.  
 

 
 
Similar sentiments were seen based on where Maldivians are from. Maldivians, regardless of 
where they are from, thought well of Saudi Arabia and China. When it came to Western 
countries, though, Maldivians from urban areas were more favourable compared to those from 
rural islands. 

 



 
 
 
The telephone poll was carried out between 23 November and 1 December 2025, using random 
telephone interviews. We collected 391 responses, which is slightly above the target required 
for a population size of Maldives to conduct a statistically significant poll with a 5% margin of 
error and 95%confidence level. The results have been weighted to ensure a representative 
sample of voters. 
 
See the full polling report here: https://baanicentre.org/research/ 
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 ދިއަ ޔާއްބިރައަ ދީއުސަ ނީކެދެ ންކުރަޒަނަ ވްޓިޒިޕޮ މެންއެ ންހިވެދި ންއިރެތެ ގެކުތަމުއުގަ ރުބޭ

  ފިއިކައްދަ ންކުއަވޭސާ ށްމަކަ ނާއިޗަ

 

 ްނިހެވިދ ،ިއަގުތޮގާ ކްއަދް ނިއޭވާސެ ގުމުދޯހު ލާޔިޚ ެގުހަފ ެމްނެއ ަޔިދްނެގްށައިރުކ ްނުރަޓްނެސ ިނާބ :ލެމާ ،2026 ޗުރިމާ 1

 ިއަގުދެމ ެގްނިހެވިދ ިދައ .ެވެއާނިއަޗ ިދައ ާޔްއިބަރައީ ދުއަސީ ކަމުއަގެ ދޭ ކެދޭ ރެތޭދާ ކަމުއަގެއް ނުކަރަޒަން ވިޓިޒޮފ ެމްނެއ

 ެގޭވާސ ިމ ްށަމަކ ާކިރެމެއ ީކަމުއަގ ޭކެދ ްށޮކްވިޓެގެނެ މްނެއޭ ރެތޭދާ ކަމުއަގެއަ ތަވުނީ ކަމުއަގަ ޑުކް ނަކުލޫބުގަމ ެމްނެއ

 .ެވެއަކްއަދ ްނިއާޖީތަނ

 

 ާލުޓޯވ ،ިއަގޭވާސި މަ ޔިދްނެގްށައިރުކ ްނީސިލޮޕ ްލަނަޝޭނަޓްނިއ ޯފ ރަޓްނެސ ިނާބ ާވްށަމަކ ްއެކްނޭޓ ްކްނިތ ެގޭޖްއާރ

 ްކްނޭރ ްނެގީދ ްޓްނިއޮޕ ްނުކަދަދައ ެގޭރެތޭދި އާކައ 10ި އާކައ 0 ،ްތޮގޭކެދު ދެމާ ކަތުމުއަގި ކެއީ ނަވްނީހެވިދ ެގުރުމުއ

 ުދީއާތ ެމްނެއ ީކައ 0 ިދައ .ެވެރަބްނަނ ޭދިއަކްއަދް ނަކުޑޮބެ މްނެއު ދީއާތަ ންނޮއް ށަކަމުއަގެ އީ ކައ 10 ްނުތޮގިމ .ެވެއަފްށޮކ

 ެ.ވެރަބްނަނޭ ދިއަކްއަދ ްނަކަޑުކ

 

 ްއެއޯކްސ ެގ 6.9 ްށޮކްޖެރްވެއ ްށަމުއަގ ެދ ިމ .ެވެއާނިއަޗ ިދައ ާޔްއިބަރައ ީދުއަސ ީނެޅުއ ިއަގީރުކ ެމްނެއ ެގުޓްސިލ ިމ

 .ެވެއަގިއަނަވްނިތ ެގުޓްސިލ ިމ ީތޮއ ާއިޑްނިއ ުކެއާކައޯކްސ ެގ 6.2 ު،ރިއާވިއަފިބިލ

 

 

 ްށަނިއެރްކޫޔ .ެވެއ 4.3 ީނުބިލ ްށަތާލިވިސޭރިގނިއ ،ުރިއާވިއަފިބިލ ްއެއޯކްސ ެގ 4.9ް ށައާއިލޭރްޓްސޮއި ދައ 5.2 ްށައާޔިޝަރ

 .ެވެކެއޯކްސ ެގ 3.5 ީނުބިލ ްށައާކިރެމެއ ަޔިދ ްށަލުފ ެމްނެއ ެގުޓްސިލ ު،ރިއުނުބިލ 3.9

 



 

 

 

 .ެވެއަކްއަދ ްނިއޭވަސ ިމ ްނަކިރުހ ްއެކަތުތާފަތ ،ުރިއާލަބް އަތޮގޭކެދު ދެމި އާއާކިރެމެއް ނިހެވިދެ ގުކަތާރުފުރުމުއި ކެއ ް،ސެވަމަނ

 ުތާފަތ ިއަގުތޮގޭކެދ ޭރެތޭދ ާކަތުމުއަގ ެގުގނަޅުހ ްށޮކަލްމުޖ ިދައ ާކިރެމެއ ްނުހީމ ެގުރުމުއ ީށޮދ ިއާންނުނާވުޒ ްށޮކަސްއާހ ްނިކަވ

  .ެވެޓްއުހ ަބެއ ްއެކަތ

 

 ެގުދެމެދ ާރަހައ 24 ިއާރަހައ 18 ،ުރިއްނިދ ްއެއޯކްސ ެގ 2.5ް ށައާކިރެމެއް ނުހީމެ ގީތަމް ނުރަހައ 55ް ނުރުމުއ ،ްނުތޮގިމ

 ްސެވު ދެމާ އާޔިޝަރި އާކަތުމުއަގް ނެހެއ ެގުގނަޅުހ ،ްނިއަދަފެއ ަމަހ .ެވެކެއޯކްސ ެގ 5 ީނިދ ްށައާކިރެމެއ ްނުނާވުޒ

 .ެވެއެވެރުކަގަހާފ ްނަކުޑޮބ ެރުވްށަންނުހީމ ެގުރުމުއ ީށޮދ ުދީއާތ ްތޮއ ިއަގުދެމ ެގްނުނާވުޒ

 

 ،ްސެވަމަނ .ެވެކެދީއާތެ ގްއެރަވްއެއި ދާދ ީތޮއ ްސެވ ިއަގުދެމ ެގްއެއާރުފުރުމުއ ާހިރުހ ްށައާނިއަޗ ިއާއާޔްއިބަރައ ީދުއަސ

 .ެވެއަކްއަދ ްނިއޭވރާސް ށަމަކްނުހީމެ ގުރުމުއީ ށޮދީ ނަރުކު ދީއާތް ށަޑޮބެ ރުވްށަންނުނާވުޒ ްށައާއިޑްނިއ

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 ްޑްނެރްޓ ުނުވެރުކަގަހާފ ިއަގީތަމ ،ްސެވުރިއާލާހަބް ށަތޮގޭކެދު ދެމާކަތުމުއަގް ނުތިޔްއަރެ ގުކަތުދްއަހަރަސް ލަރޫރ ިދައ ްނަބާއ

 ީނެކެދ ުދެމިއާއ ާނިއަޗ ިދައ ާޔްއިބަރައ ީދުއަސް ސެވިއަގުކަތުދްއަހަރަސް ލަރޫރި ދައް ނަބާއ ،ްނުތޮގިމ .ެވެނުވެރުކަގަހާފ

 ްނަބާއް އެރުވްށަކަތުދްއަހަރަސް ލަރޫރ ީޑޮބ ުދިއާތ ްށަކަތުމުއަގ ެގުގނަޅުހ ،ްސެވަމަނ .ެވެށޮކްވިޓިސޮޕ ިއަގްއެތޮގަލްމުޖ

  .ެވެއަގުކަތުދްއަހަރަސ

 

 



 
 

 391 ަލްމުޖ ްނުތޮގިމ .ެވެށަލަޔިނ ެގ 1 ުރަބްމެސިޑ ްނިއ ުރަބްމެވޮނ 23 ެގ 2025 ީނަވިއަފްސޮގްނެގްށައިރުކ ޭވާސ ްނޯފ ިމ

 ިއަގްއެއްލެވެލް ސްނެޑިފްނޮކް ޓްނެސަޕ 95 ުރިއާލަބ ްށައީދާބާއ ެގޭޖްއާރ ީކަދަދައ ިމ .ެވެއަފެވިރެވިއަބ ިއަގޭވާސ ީނަވ ްނުހީމ

 ުރުތިއ ްއެރުވ ްށަދަދައ ާވްނުނޭބް ނަދަހް އެއޭވާސ ްޓްނަކިފިންގިސ ީލަކިޓްސިޓެޓްސ ،ުކެއާކައާރެއ ްފޮއ ްނިޖާމ ްޓްނެސަޕ 5 ިދައ

 ީނާވ ާޓޭޑ ެގޭވާސ ިއަކަޓްށަމުރުކ ުރަވަށަކ ްނަކ ްވިޓޭޓްނެސެރްޕެރ ެގީދާބާއ ާލުޓޯވ ،ްނުރުތިއ ެގީމ  .ެވެކެރަވްނިމ

 .ެވެއަފްށޮކްޓިއެވ

 
 https://baanicentre.org/research  :ާވްއަރުކްތަރާޔިޒ ްށަކްނިލ ިމ ްށަމުޔިކ ުޓޯޕިރ ަމަހިރުފ ެގުމުދޯހ ުލާޔިޚ ިމ

.ންމުނި  
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